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THE MARINERS' MUSEUM | 


John Le Lochhead 


The Mariners' Museum was founded in 1930 by Archer Me 
Huntington. It is located about six miles north of Newport 
News, Virginia, on a tract of 800 acres close to the James 
River. Its collection of marine material is not limited to 
period or country. 

The visitor upon entering the Museum is greeted by a 
great eagle once the figurehead of the Ue S. steam frigate 
LANCASTER whose wingspread is eighteon feet eight inches. 
Nearly ninety figureheads from other types of ships adorn 
the walls, many from well-known vessels such as the Coast 
Guard Gutter BEAR and the bark BELLE OF OREGON. 

Over 550 models and half models represent a great 
variety of vessels. Some were produced by the museumés 
model shop, which due to the war ceased activity and moved 
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to the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co. The aAdney 
collection of Indian birch-bark canoes is unique. Of the 
individual models the sterling silver gold-plated model of 
the Long Island Sound stcamboat COMMONWEALTH (1855-1865) is 
outstanding from craftmanship and from public interest. A 
music box in tho basco movos tho paddlcwhools’and the walking 
beam to the accompaniment of dclightful tunes. 
Representations of ships aro not limited to models. In 
the courtyard arc many full-sizcd types of watorcraft from 
a Gloucostor fishorman'ts dory to a Tahitian outriggor. 

- anchors, lantorns, stocring whcecls, namoboards, navi— 
gational instruments from all these typcs of vcosscels arc on 
@display.e Also included aro such relics as a moss table bonch 
from the sailing ship CORIOLANUS, a calliope from a river 


boat, a lantern from the U.S.S. CONSTITUTION, a ship's modi- 


cine chest ang articlcos salvaged from war vessols sunk at 
Yorktown during’tho Rovolution. This salvago project was in 


. part sponsored by tho’ Muscum. 


A whole room is devoted to a lighthouso and lifosaving 
oquipment oxhibit. Tho musoum's marinc China collection in- 
cludes old bluc 8taffordshire, Livorpool and.lustro pitchors, 
Bristol glass, and nautical figurincs. Scrimshaw, sholls, 
whaling gcar, woapons and medals are also roproscntcd. 

In tho North Wing are hundreds of marinc lithographs, con-— 


‘gravings and paintings from which aro drawn cxhibitions that 


arc changed poriodicallyi Tho collcction of harbors of tho 
world is very oxtonsivo.e also notoworthy aro the groups of 
Bard and Jacobsen stcamboat paintings, thc Warron watercolors 


‘of carly Amcrican naval cngagomcnts. 


Every itom in the musoum from a ship's clock to an oil 
painting is photographod upon rceccipt. Thceso photographs aro 
availablo to tho public for a nominal foo. 

Implomonting this vast colloction is a library of noarly 
32,000 volumes, catalogued according to the Library of Congress 
classification, on shipbuilding, navigation, voyagcs and ox-— 
ploration, naval history, morchant marino and allicd subjects. 
In addition tho Library has ship plans, maps and charts, vari- 
ous ship papcrs and ovor 40,000 photographs. Tho scholar will 
find a raro treatise on navigation published in 1545 as woll 
as the latost rogistor of morchant ships. Invcostigation is 
done here for the monographs which tho Muscum publishcs from 
timc to timc. Students and resoarchors in marine subjects aro 
welcome. The Library reccives many inquirics by mail, but duc 
to the small staff tho oxtont of tho work involvod in such 
corrospondence has to be limitcd. However, photograph and 
photostat scrvicec is availablo at roasonable cost. 

although the Marinors' Muscum is but a nowcomcer compared 
to most marine musoums in this country and in tho Old World, 
it has alroady built up a colloction that is constantly prov— 
ing of groat valuoc to the layman and tho scholar, 


THE RIVER MUSEUM 
Je W. Rutter 


The idea of collecting relics and items related to the 
by-gone days of the Mississippi River System was conceived 
by a group of river people in the fall of 1939. The organi- 
gation formed at that time adopted the name of, SONS AND 
DAUGHTERS OF PIONEER RIVERUEN, and had as its main aim the 
preservation of river lore by the establishment of a river 
MUSEUM. 


at the 1940 meeting of the SONS 4ND DAUGHTZRS OF PIO- 
NEER RIVERMEN at New Martinsville, W. Va. several sites 
were brought up for debate and Marietta finally chosen as 
the place for the museum. «An offer had been extended by 
the Ohio State archasological and Historical Society for 
space in the basement of their Campus Martius building and 
this was accepted. Working committees were set up to push 
ahead the necessary construction to make the rooms suitable 
‘and to round up all available material for dispaay. 


Marietta is located in southeastern Ohio at the conf 
luence of the Muskingum and Bhio rivers and historically is 
well suited for a river museum. It is the oldest town in 

@ Ohio and for all of its history, up until 25 years ago, had 
been the scene of boat building. Sailing ships for the 
ocean trade were built here up until 1850 and until the re- 
moval of the Marietta Manufacturing Company to Pt. Pleasant, 
W. Vase, boat building had been one of the main industries, 
It is a college town of wide, elm-shaded streets, proud of 
its history and a perfect setting for the modern museum 
building. 


On Merch 16, 1941 the River Museum was opened to the 
public. Its quarters consisted of two small rooms with the 
display pedestals surrounded by steamboat railing made from 
patterns used in the 80's. Iiaterial had been dragged from 
attics and barns all along the Ohio River and its tributar- 
jes and ranged in size from engiheroom bell pulls to main 
cabin bulkheads. Photograpis covered the walls with the 
idea being boat representation and neglecting artistic 
display. «bout six models of various types of river craft 
were in the main room and mixed with these were decorative 
acorns, silverware, plates, tablecloths, whistles, and a 
roof bell weighing 300 pounds. 


Despite the cramped quarters the first dey was a huge 
success and a look around reminded more than one visitor of 
such-and=such thet they had up in the hay loft or above the 
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garage. WMaterial was piling up so fast that the State Histor- 
ical Society provided another room, doubling our space, and 
allowed expansion into a hall. 


at the present time we have on exhibition some 25 models, 
all glass cased, and representative photographs and paintings, 
numbering about 300, on the welis. Together with this we have 
one of the few remaining steam calliopes, two torch baskets 
used before the days of searchlights, a small cannon used in 
the old days as a departure signal, and several nameboerds 
from the pilothouses of long gone boats. There is a separate 
case for silverware and china and a small collection of books 
is the start of what one day we hope will be a comprehensive 
reference library. 


all our models except three are on the scale of ¢ inch 
ecuals 1 foot and all are based on extensive research end 
reference to photographs. In the model line we have aiso un— 
covered seven half section hull models used by boat builders 
in the early days for laying out hull lines. One of these is 
for the hull of the ECLIPSE longest boat ever constructéd for 
the rivers. This dates back to 1852 and is considered one of 
the prize "finds." 


We are looking forward to the early expansion of the 
river exhibits at Campus Martius inasmuch as plans are under— 
way for the building of a new wing on the museum. This will 
at least double our present space and make it possible to dis— 
Play much of the material now in storage. ie have all the 
machinery necessary to set up a complete engineroom and this 
will be one of the main new displays. we also have several 
Old roof bells weighing upwards of 500 pounds together with 
two pilot wheels some 12 feet in diameter to be featured 
when space becomes available. 


The museum is open from 9 to 5 daily including holidays, 
admission free. Researchers and just plain boat lovers are 
always welcome to use the facilities of the River Museum, 

& WODEL OF THE "PRINCE ROY..L" OF 1610 
Je R. Whittemore 

Study and research during the building of a model of the 
‘ARK ROY.aL revealed the fact that there was no model in ex- 
istence representing the fifty year period from 1587 to 1637. 


In speaking of models scale models are always meant. 


During this early Stuart era, that is the time prior to 
Cromwell and his Roundheads, ships developed a beauty of line 
end magnificence of decoration never before or since achieved. 


&ll through the seventeenth century the most famous arti- 
sts and sculptors of the period were engaged in their design- 
ing and beautifying. Puget and Ozanne in France, the Vander- 
veldes in Holland, Gerard Chrismas and his sons and Gringling 
Gibbons in Sngland all contributed to the beauty of the old 
ships. 


As one writer says, "Only the best was good enough for 17 
‘Century ships," and another, “Impossible to look at her ex- 
quisite decoration without the utmost respect for great ship 
carvers," and again, "Ship carvers were skilled artists of the 
first rank as can readily be seen." 


But in spite of their being so > worthy of reproduction 
there are neither contemporary or modern models until we get 
to the SOVERAIGNE of Chas I built in 1637. Two models of 
this most gorgeous vessel are in existence. One — an unrig= 
ged hull, in the Greenwich Museum, built ower 100 years since 
by order of the Admiralty, and the other built under the sup— 
ervision of H.B. Culver. This ees formerly in the Metro— 


Museum in Wew York. 


This vessel (the SOVBRAIGING) with another Stuart ship, 
the PRYNCH ROYaL built for James I in 1610 were without 
question the most gorgeous vessels ever built. 


I quote from various authors: 

"almost every illustrated book, snglish or deal- 
with naval history has included a picture of the PRINCE ROYAL 
of 1610," 

"She was the largest and firiest vessel ever built and was 
the finest man-—of-—war of her time.’ 

"Every book on the history of.ships gives a pictura of 
the PRINCH ROYAL." 


' It would seem that a model of the PRYNCE, therefore, would 
most satisfactorily fill in this 50 year gap. 


Having in mind this undertaking, the question of the 
amount of information available for the making of the plans 
for. the model and for doing the decoration was paramount. 


When my intention was made known, it brought offers of 
assistance from various individuals, societies, and museums 
in England, where the matter of old vessels and models there= 
of is taken very seriously. These offers were made due mainly 


to the fact that the Kensington Museum has on display photes 
of my model of the ARK ROYAL now owned by the art Musaum of 
St. Louis. 


That museum wrote, "We would be gratified to know if 
the museum could be instrumental in affording you some 
assistance." 


From Mr. R.C. Anderson, "I shall be glad to make any 
suggestions that occur to me as I can see that your model 
work is quite in the first class and that you will make 
good use of any little help that I can give." Tis letter 
is dated Oct. 14, 1934. 


Mr. Anderson has written the best book on the rig of 
vessels of that period, as well as other books about old 
ships. He was for many years Honorary Hditor of the "Mar- 
iner's Mirror", the journal of the Nautical Research Society, es 
and is now one of its Directors. 


His "little help” consisted of sending all the known 
dimensions of the PRYNCE. These were quite compiete and 
filled a whole page. 


The Admiralty still has the rigging list of the PRYNCEH, e 
He sent two typed sheets of masts, spars and dimensions 
procured from the Admiralty. He also sent a number of pages 
ef sketches and notes, with information and ‘suggestions. 


From the Navy Records Society a reprint of the Auto-— 
biography of Phineas Pett, the designer of both the PRYNCE 
and SOVERAIGNE was received. It contained Pett's formulae 
for developing the lines of ship hulls. These formulae 
were usod, and with their use I was able to make the drafts 
of a hull that checked perfectly with the known dimensions 
of the ship. 


That Society also furnished a copy of the original bill 
for the carving of the ship. Listed in this bill were hun- 
dreds of items, from the figure head representing St. George 
and the Dragon to the British Arms on the storn. ~ 


There are about ten paintings of the PRYNCH in exist-— 
ence, Prints of seven of these by five different artists 
were secured. Two paintings of the side of the vessel and 
one of the stern were very fortunatoly by Vroom, a careful 
and accurate ship artist. On the advice of Nr. Anderson, I 
followed the one by Vroom, now hanging in the Franz Hals 
Muscum at Haarlem, Holland; or it was bofore the war. A @ 
painting of the ship*s stern in the background of a port— 


rait of Phineas Pett in the National Portrait Gallery in 
London was also used. 


The Science Museum at South Kensington also furnished 
me with a larger photo of the Haarlem Painting, and also 
with several 8 x 10 photos taken close up to,the rigging of 
their. model of the ARK ROYAL. .Thoso woro of assistance, as 
Mr.- Laird Clowos had used a list of 1610 in rigging that 
model; and 1610 was the yoar the PRYNCS ROYaL was built and 
rigged. 


The dimensions of the hull and of the masts and spars 
as obtained from these sources was followed, rathcr than 
from Vroom's painting; yot when completed photos of the model 
and of the painting were placed on cach other, they regist- 
cred most perfectly; showing tho accuracy of-Vroom's drawing. 
The PRYNCE, whilc not as claborately decorated with car— 
vings as the lator SOVSRAIGNE rotained the beautiful swecoping 
hull lines of the Galleon carricd to the highor 
narrowed stcrn. 


The SOVERAIGNE hull had to an 1 extent, lost this graco 
and in its design had commcnccd to show the wide squat 
appoarance of the floating battcrics which larger ships lator 
becamce 

The PRYNCE also rctained the four masts, and the intri- 
cate rig of this period as shown on thc PRYNCE was never ex- 
celled in beauty. It only stayod in usc a short time. In 
latcr vessels only threo masts wore used and the rig was 
much simplified. 


From Vroom's painting and the list of the original bill 
for carvings practically all the Horaldic deviccs in tho 


_. panels were identified. This entailed, of course, a study of 


English and Scotch Heraldry, as the colors had also to be 
learned, and my photos were in black and white. 


In the pancls aro; tho Goldon Winds from ‘bohind a cloud, 
the Winds'or of the Windsors; the portcullis one of the two 
doors of the Tudors; the Scotch Broom or Genesta, the Planta 
Genesta of the Planagencts. (It grows as a wood on our 
., grounds); the Scotch Thistlo. It scoms a barefooted Norse= 

man. ‘raider steppod on a thistle during an attompted surpriso 
and’ his yoll gavo the alarm. 


In 14— a florist’ the double rosc from the 
single potalled wild roso. It was adoptod as the red and 
white: Tudor Rose. Rod for Lancastor White for York. 
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Tho "P.H." appearing at various placos is for Honry Princo 
of Walcs in whose honor the vessel was named the PRYNCE 
ROYALL. He dicd and Chas I, the second son, succccdad 
James I. 


Some paintings of the Ship show the figure of Princo 
Henry on horse back as the figure head though from the bill 
of carvings and other paircings wo know it was St. Goorgo 
giving the Dragon a thorovgh beating. 


_ King James also treatod the Dragon unkindly as he cast 
him off as the sinister supportor of the British Royal arms 
and roplaced him with one of his own Scotch unicorn supp— 
ortors. 


Whilo James VI of Scotland ho had marricd Anno of Don- 
mark and their Arms aro conjoined bencath the British Arms 
on the ships quarter. Finding what the arms of Denmark 
were in 1589 was some undertaking. 


A drawing of tho stern of an old Danish War Ship showed 
the Arms with adam and ve as supporters, dressed as they 
were about the time they loarned of fig lcaves. I later 
found that was the artist's own idea. The Danish arms 
Supporters being "Two savago mon proper holding clubs and 
wreathed about their waists." 


British Royalty at times adoptcd as badges many animals, 
or bcasts, as they arc heraldically known, birds and other 
objects. We note the White Hart, Fleur-—du=-lis, Irish Harp; 
Tudor Roso and othorss 


The Red Lion affronte is tho Scotch Crest. 

The Golden Lion the Snglish Crests 

The Black Bull is th~ Carnish Bulli 

Tho Prince of Walcs vas also Duke of Cornwall, Earl 6f 
Chestcr, Saron Renfrowy and Lord of the Islcss 

The Red Golden Dragon is the Wolsh Dragons 


The Greon and White are the Tudor Colors. Good Queen 
Bess had only becn dead sinco 1603 and she still lived in 
momoricss 

The Red and Gold aro tho Stuart Colors. 


The model is built to cnduro.e There are models in 
pretty good condition that arc 300 ycoars old. 


‘All mctal is brass except the white motal anchors. The 
brass guns and.othor parts aro blackenad by boilins ina 
mixture of cyanide of potash and white arsenic. o2.1c brew 


but the only method I could learn to give the desired color. 


All parts are pinned together, or mortised and pinned 
(such as the quarter and stern gallerics) and glued with wator 
proof gluc. There aro probably 300 or more small scrows made 
from brass pins with a watch makers dic. 


All rigging lines are tho structure of rope, mado to oxact 
scalc on a rope machine built for this model. Tho smaller 
lines, smallor than 1" (1/64" on tho seale) aro of silk. I 
tried making them of linen as did the Ashaway Linc and Twine 
Co. of Rhode Island. We both gave up as the linen floss was 
too coarse. The larger: lines, 1" and over are linen. 


There is no- knotting of lines. All blocks are tither 
seized or eye splicod ‘in lines, even where the lines are 
actually as small as 1/100 of an inch diameter. Eye splices, 
clove hitches, shect bends, timber hitches, bowlinc and crown 
and wall knots are used as requircd.- 


The ratlines took 2836 clove hitchcss to faston to the 
shrouds. I counted thom. 


There are 175 lines belayed at the pin rails, bosidos the 
shrouds and those belayced in the soven tops. 


When these old ships were in harbor their sails were taken 
down, dricd, and stowed away in lockors. A model without sails 
is therefore pérfectly proper, and the rig is more easily secon. 
Sails on models look gencrally like Monday's wash out on the 


Linge 


Every line to operate the ship is in place except the bunt 
lines, that were fastened to thse foot of the sail; and the 
martnets that were fastenod to the leech of the sail; both were 
used to bring the sail to the yard in furling. They were re- 
moved with the sails. The bowlines fastened to the lecch of 
the sails are hitched to the yards. 


The hull is Idaho white pine; planking gum wood; super- 
structure, bulwarks, and rails, three ply birch and English 
walnut; blocks, deadeyes, gratings, and small work, box-wood; 
masts and spars are birch. 


The carved work is either wood or plastic wood, and unless 
of too small pieces are both pinned and glued in place. Duco 
cement was used. Its solvent is the same as that of plastic 
wood and the brushing lacquer colors used to paint the model. 
The carvings are sure to adher. 


* This model should last longer than any now extant, on 
account of the carc taken and matorials used. No scale 
model of a fameus vessel has ever dono anything but increase 
in value. They are getting scarcer and scarcer. 


As the model grew towards completion in my shops I 
understood why the traditions of the beauty of these old 
ships had boon handed dovn for goneorations. 


The modol has occupicd moro or less of my time in ro— 
search and work sinco 1934. It took about 8000 hours to 
complete. Handling of it for years has of course caused 
a certain loss of freshness, that could not be helped, and 
it has a slightly antiquo appoaranco. 


In the ovor 300 years since tho reigns of James I and 
Chas I there has only been built the two models mentioned 
above of any carly Stuart ship; both of tho SOVERAIGNG. 
Bohind the building of these two modols was in onc case 
the British admiralty, and in the othcr the woalth of a 
New Yorker. 


No early Stuart model has ever heretofore beon offered 
for sale; so I would not say the market was flooded. I 
doubt if any ever will be again as the building of one 
means a combination of rescarch, drafting of plans, skilled 
craftmanship, artistic ability, and 8000 hours of paticnce 
and persovoranco. 


During tho war the model THS LOYAL LONDON of 1666, the 
prize of the Trinity House collection and what many consid= 
ercd the most valuable modsl in the world, was destroyed in 
the blitz. Scvcral muscums in Rottordam had wondorful con— 
tomporary modolse I presums thoy were destroyed on account 
of the unexpected attack by tho Gormans. 


In my opinion tho most valuable modcl in the world to- 
day is one of the ROYAL GEORGE in the Muscum of Fine Arts in 
Boston. This is a contcomporary admiralty modol. 


I today rocoived a lottor from Mr. Frod C. Fletcher who 
seys, "I gave this model (THi ROYAL GEORG) to tho Museum. ; 
hero in Boston some years agoe From tho picturo you havo 
sent me, your model looks to mo quite as good in ovory 
particular, although I do not say bottor." This is flattor- 
ing but he is mistakon. 


From lir. Gordon Grant, co-author with H.B. Culvor 
(builder of SOVEREIGN modol) of "Book of Old Ships", 


"Throo of your modol havo boon shown mo- 
Mr. Howard Greonlcy,Sr. (a fricnd). - They give the impression 
the modol is guito largo. (It is not: it is scalo-3/16"= 
1 ft.) Under a magnifying glecs sho calls for my congrat=+ 
ulations on a fine picce of work." 


At thoir roguest 8 x 10 hiounted photos had boon sont 
the Kensington Muscum. They write, 

"The difficultics that had to bo faced in. undortaking 
the task of a scalod reconstruction of tho PRINCE ROYAL .aro 
roadily approciatdd, and I must congratulate you on your com— 
plotcd modol which illustrates craftmanship of-a romarkablec 
high ordor ..» . « Tho photographs will form a very valuablo 
addition to the Muscum . «'. e Wo would be most 
reccive film negatives." 


Since the modol was finishod in November, whilo 
being built, many pcoplo have come out to my home in Montecito 
to soo it. :I know of nothing that givos so much plcasuro and 
excitcs so. much intcrost as a scalo model of one Sixx) those. 
beautiful old vessels. 

Its intorcst to connoisecurs is groat. It is one of only 
four models having tho four masts. It rotains tho long galloy — 


boak head, and it is the only modol ‘showing tho two a. 
top sails above -the two latcon 

Tho model is to the sealo 3/16"= 1 ft., or 1/64%2 1". 
It is on its cradle of 4 dolphisn 17%" wido, 47 
36 1/8" high. Thoso aro ovorall dimensions. 


The occasion of the "painting by wees used in building 
the model was tho arriving of ‘tho PRYNCE with its accompanying 
vessols in the harbor at Flushing, Holland with tho Bloctor 
Palatine and his brido Blizabeth, tho daughtor of James I 
of Englend. Their daughtor was sophia who marricd the Eloctor 
of Hanovor and thcir son was Goorge I, King of England. An 
unsuccossful voyago on this occasion would have changod the 
history of England and United Statos in all probability. 


Ed. note — Mr. Whittemore's model of the 
PRINCE ROYAL is further described in "A 
Model of the 'Prince Royal!" by Edwin-J. 
Hipkiss in the Secretary's Monthly Letter, 
Number 7, August, 1948 together with "A 
Note on: Ship liodel Decoration" Mr. - 
Whittemore. 
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SEA CANNON THROUGH THE AGES. PaRT IX. CONCLUSION 
Winthrop Pratt, Jr. 
STONE-MORTAR. (See Mortar.) A mortar firing a stone shot. 


SWIVEL. Refers to the mounting of a. piece but not to the 
piece itself, thus a swivel may be a musket, blunderbuss, 
or other hand-gun, or smell cannon from one—pounders to 
three-pounders. (Some wiiters refer to pivot mounted 
guns as swivels.) The term swivel always refers to a 
mounting where there is no recoil from the discharge, and 
the mount is commonly in the form of an iron fork or 
crutch, (see Arquebus a Croc) but sometimes this fork was 
of wood as shown by Chapman. In short, swivels were de— 
fensive weapons of small caliber and short range, and 
were mounted on the rail, in the tops, and on ships boats 
and other small craft. (See also Petrieroes a braga and 
Howitzer. ) 


SYREN. Another obscure type mentioned by Norton in 1628, 
who gives no description. Probably derives from the 
French "Seren" — serpent. , 


TOMPION or TOMKIN. A wood plug, covered with tallow, insert— 
ed in the muzzle of a gun to keep water out. Their 
diameter was of course equal to the bore, and their 
length ecual to their diameter. Ships of war of differ- 
nations often painted tompions in some identi- 
fying color. 


TRABUCCHI. Lloyd and Hadcock shows these as a type of mortar 
about the same as those shown by Muller. The word seem— 
ingly derives from the Latin, 1. "trabis," a beam or beams, 
and g. a battering ram. Mortars were bedded on beams, 
and were used in a sense as battering pieces. 


TRABUCO. Spanish. 1. A catapult, and 2. A blunderbuss. 


TOP-PIECHS. Refers to small guns used in the tops, as coe— 
horns, royals, handguns, swivels, muskets, etc. 


TROMBONE. An old name for a blunderbuss, according to 
Hammersly. 


WALL-PIECH, or WALLING-PIECB, a WALL-GUN. A heavy type of 
hand gun mounted in a fork. This type includes th:3 
heavier Arquebus a Croc, muskets, blunderbusses, etc. 
Usually mounted on the walls of fortresses, but used in 
the tops and on the rails of ships. (See Hand gun.) 


CANNON. S00 ‘Cannon. 


WHOLE CULVERIN. ‘hao. Cniverin. and Dragon Drake 


WHITWORTH. GUN. . Bnglish, ‘late 19th ‘contury« an: 
rifled gun, either breech «r muzzle~loading, and markedly 
different from. other guns of the times. Very says 
Armstrong-Whitworth was used almost. exclusively in the 
Mavy., It was. made. in. 2: pars. to: caliber. 


WOOLAICH’ “GUNS. ‘Parrow says this “term embraces tall ‘guns 
manufactured ‘in Sngland since. 1866." He’ refers ‘to whe» 
doolwich arsenal. where they’ were 

"TROTTIL WHELES Probably "trundle" wheelie’ or "wiall;’ broad 

wheglse..& variation of O. BE. "trendel," a circle. Refers 

to the trucks (wheels) of early.16th century. gun—carriages. 

"Trottil wheles" are listed. in: the of the Henry 

Grace a Dieu. : 


VAVASSEUR. (A gun ofthe late: 19th century, 
but not used on sailing vessels, if we. may except steam 
vessels with some sail powar. These guns resembled the 
Armstrong gun exteriorly, and werg extensively used in 
China. 


WHATS IT? 


Captain Lobez, of San Francisco sends the following list 
terms upon which the readers may exercise their memories. 


Spurling Gate 16. Caicue 31. Broom at Mast—head 
Cat Harping 17. Chamter 32- Ligsan 
Bagor or Bagre -18. Chappelling 33. Martello towers 
Flemish Horse 19. Chinckle 34. Polacre 
Acorn Dogger 35. Quid 
Atwheft Drabler 56. Schuyt 
Bawley Fantod 37. Woolding 
Becueing Fork—beam 38. Xebec ~ 
Bermuda Rig Frigatoon 39. Garboard strake 
Billander Gammoning 40. Galliot 
Bonnet Garland 41. Quant 
Bore 7. Groyne 42. Remberge 
Bucklers Go. Holsom 43. Rowso 
Bugalet Kippage 
Buss Koff 
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NOTES =- QUERIES - ANSWERS 
& NOTE ON CHRONOMETERS. 


Tho following note was rocoived from Nir. Le A. Roar, 
Scerctary of tho National association of Watch and Clock 
Collectors, Southern California Chaptor: 


Tho horological socictios of the world have lost 
one of thoir most estcemed mombors in the recent death 
of Mr. Rupert T. Gould, author of the "Marinc Chronom- 
cter" and various articles. H#von beforc he passed on, 
copics of his book, the "Marine Chronometer" sold for 

$50 to $85 por copy. The U. S. Naval Obsorvatory has 
one in thoir chronomctcor ropair shope So rare is the | 
book that tho Obscrvatory had thoirs copicd by photo- 
stet, pago by pagcee Mr. Gould lived in England, and 
was ..t only a writer, but a watch artisan of rarc tal- 
ent. Ho was also a lecturer and mombor of tho Royal 
Astronomical Socicty. Tho task of rostoring the badly 
neglected and famous group of five Harrison chronomct— 
crs was his responsibility in coopcration with tho 
Academy of Sciences and the Kensington Museum. This 
work required twelve yearse John Harrison, you will 
recall, was the inventor of the first chronometer to 
pass the recuirements of the Board of Longitude; thus 
winning the 100,000 prize which was eventually paid 

to him. The difficulty in restoring his chronometres 
was the fact that certain wheels were missing, not 
only that, there were extra pivot holes in the massive 
Plates. It was not known just which holes were used 
with just what gears. The ratios were finally dis— 
cerned, and pinions were made of lignum-vitae and the 
chronometers fully restored. All five are now running. 
Some horological book dealers are now offering a finely 
printed and illustrated copy of Gould's lengthy lect— 
ure on "John Harrison's Chronometers". Prices asked 
are from $28 to $5 and it is well worth it to read of 
an outstanding accomplishment in the history of time— 
keeping. Harnshaw, Mudge, Tompion, Breguet, Harrison, 
Grahame, and Gould were all birds of a feather. 


"GOLDEN CITY" 


Lines and other information desired for the ship 
. GOLDEN CITY, built by J. A. Westervel§t, New York, 1853. 


- John L. Shedd, 499 Broad Avenue, Leonia, New Jersey 


| 
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"MARITIME REVIEW" 


This month sees the publication of another mimeographed 
monthly, the Maritime Review. The Maritime Review, A Monthly 
Compendium of Maritime Information is the house organ of the 
International Maritime Exchange and is published by J. .*. 
Colton & Co., Inc. 


It is proposed to include “as regular features Hditorials, 
Current Affairs, Freight Reports, Oceanic News, General Read- 
ing Matter considered timely and useful, Marine Personalities, 
Information on members of the Exchange, Model Making, Marine 
Museum Notes, Bibliography of works of interest to the mari= 
time world, Vessel Launchings, Vessel Sales, Marine Casualties, 
. Coastal and Deepwater News, a section covering movements of 
the World's sailing vessels and various lists and indexes." 


“NIAGRA" 


- December 8th has. teon announced as the date for opening 
bids for the ro-rigging of the U. S. Brig NIAGRa. Five former 
bids has been rejected as too high, the last being for 475,000. 
Restoration of the ship withovt rigging costs »50,000. and the 
Pennsylvania Historical and M:seum Commission opposes paying 
an excessive price for the rigging. Judging from Chapelle's 
remarks concerning the NIAGRA, maybe they got too much of a 
bargain in thoir former "restoration" contract. 


SOME NOTES ON THE ALABAMA 


I contend that the ALABALA had a forecastle head ciid the 

reason she often appears in prints to be a flush-decker 
is due to the fact that the top gallant rail, or the bulwark, 
converged with-the forecastle head and did not’ have the usual 
break at the forecastle head as now in ships. The bulwarks 
were built. high in those > ‘ships’ to protect the gun crews from 
‘shrapnel. and as the ‘bulwarks are called top gallant rails, so 
the forecastle should be called the top gallant forecastle, 
even though.to all eppearances the vessel would have a con— 
tinuous sheer line. I would call the main deck a well deck. 

. (Bd. note - Capt. Lobez sent in a small sketch of the 
ALABAMA sinking to illustrate this. This sketch will be trans- 
mitted to Rudd.) 


WANTED | 

American Lloyds, prior to 1875, 1866-73-75; Record 

of American Bureau .of Shipping, prior to 1879 and 1907-20; 

Bureau Veritas for any yeer that I cannot sécure the above. 
B. Applebee, 40 First St, N.B., Washington D.C. 


oo 


SECRETARY'S 


as the December number concludes the present series of 
the Secretary's lionthly Letter I would like to take this 
occasion to thank the contributors. Thanks ere especially 
due to Memhers Pratt, Yarnall, Grant and liinuse. It would 
seem that the type and quality of material available would 
warrent a printed journal and very likely sorie jeuruc. of 
higher quality will be forthcoming under a new administrat— 
ion. With this issue I wish also to announce my resignation 
effective as of December 31. I feel that the completion of 
Volume One fulfills my obligation, as an officer of the 
Guild, to the Members. 


The List of lMembers included in this issue is already 
out of date. Newest member of the Guild is lir. Robert 3B. 
A lebee, 4430 First St., Ned., Washington, D. C. ir. 
applebee's lettor accompanying his application was so inter= 
esting that we will let him make his own introduction. 


"IT am the Deputy Collector in Charge, Customs House, 
Vashington, D.C., and came rere from the Maine & New Hamp— 
shire District 1l years ago. I had then been in the Cust= 
oms Servite approximatcly 15 years. Practically my entire . 
life has becn spent in Maine end Washington D.C. I never was 
a sailor, my father was interested in shipping many years 
ago and owned an interest in sailing vessels that used to ~ 
carry Bay of Fundy products to the West Indies, but that 
was before 1900. at one time he worked in a ship yard and 
I have his old broad axe in a kit of old tools in Melrose, 
Mass. The ancestor who was -a real sailing vessel enthusiast 
was a cousin of my father's, a man named JARVIS BARNES, a 
ship wright’, who was a master builder also and built vessels 
in many of the old yards along the New sngland coast and in 
ot. John, Now Srunswick. story that they used rolate 
of Old Jarvis was that he was a very lucky man around the 
yards, nover gctting cut with broad axe or adze, but one 
day he missed and the broad axe went into his leg supposedly. 
Taking a glance ho saw RED and he says ‘boys my luck has 
ended* so grasping his leg he started for the house and upon 
arrival there he found that the broad axe had cut through 
his pants but not through his underwear, the RuD that he 
saw was his RaD FLahNELS, and poor old Jarvis had to stay 
away from the yard for a week to save his face. My father 
diod in 1903 at’ the age of 48. Must get beck to myselfi 


While in “eine, particularly the last 8 years when I 
was the District Relief Officer, I began to accumulate data 
on old seiling ships and it all began this way. Many letters 
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came in te the Collector of Customs at Portland, laine, asking 
of some old square rigger in which some ancestor sailed and the 
men at the Portland Custom House cared little about hunting 
data as Portland had scarcely no records prior to 1867 at which 
time a great fire destroyed that part of the city taking the 
Custom House and it records along with the rest. I would hunt 
around and get all the data that I could find on each individ- 
val case and then write up a iatter for the Collector's sign- 
ature. After much of this I decided to make a private survey 
of all the old sailing vessels built in the Portland-Falmouth 
area. JI read marine columns in the old daily newspaper from 
1803 to 1870, read old almanacs, visited the libraries of the 
Maine Historical Society, hkiaine otate, Srunswick Public, Bath, 
liaine, Selfast iiaine, Portsmouth, We Boston Public, Widen- 
er Library at Harvard, Library of Congress, Library of Depart— 
iment of Commerce and the National archives, made notes and 
during the summer seasons while I was relieving some man at 
some lonesome port along the Maine-New srunswick border I 
would type up my notes. As a result I made the compilation of 
the Portland-Falmouth built vessels. This gave me a start. 

My next compilation of vessels was of those built in the old 
Passamaguoddy Customs district (resote Sastern liaine), then 
the vessels built in ot. andrews and St. Stephen, ii.B., Short's 
shipyards and some of their vessels, vessels built in Saco 

and Biddefore, liaine, vessels built in the Lincoln County 
(waine) towns, those built in Camden and iiockport, Maine, the 
J» 9. Winslow fleet, vessels of the renobdscot river towns, and 
my last eompilation was the vessels built in the srenchman's 
Bay area, this included the shore towns of Hancock County. from 
the Jashington County line to and including the town of Slue 
Hill, Maine. In addition to all of this I kept picking up a 
photo of a ship here and there, most of these are 5x7 with 
some larger or smaller, and from one little 5x7 loose leaf al- 
bum which I used to carr, in a side pocket my photos have grown 
to nearly 600 and I have them in four loose leaf binders with 
the pertinent history of each vessel below. I also have soie 
photos that are too large for my albums. I have many framed 
pictures with me here and my daughter in Melrose, Mass., has 
some of them. Then I have the scrap books that contain every 
Clipping that I might find or that was given to me. My calen- 
dar pictures, number 100 or ore, are mostly Columbia Rope, 
Plymouth Cordage, Marsh & licLennan, North american Insurance, 
halifax Insurance and others. 


I desire all the ship photos that I can get and shall 
trade or buy or whatever to get them. When I get a photo that 
can be copied the Smithsonian Institution here does the work 
for me and keeps the negative so that most of my copied prints 
can be bought. 
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